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     2017 Budget Message    
  
 
 
General Fund 
 
The Fire District’s General Fund Revenues are primarily derived from property taxes 
(79%) and ambulance services fees (19%), with a nominal amount received through 
inspection fees and special events (2%). The Fire District’s primary purpose is to 
provide fire, rescue, hazardous materials and EMS response services to the residents 
and visitors of San Miguel County R-1 School District. Other basic functions include 
inspections/ plan review services, public education and mutual aid to surrounding fire 
districts. All expenditures in the General Fund are for the purposes of funding these 
services with staff, supplies and administrative support. Budgeting has remained 
conservative for the purposes of implementing a long term master plan, apparatus 
replacement and facility improvement schedules. For the fiscal year 2017, assessed 
valuations in our area have increased slightly, yet remain relatively flat in comparison to 
years prior. This year, the Fire District Board of Directors has opted to draw from 
reserves to fund two specific deferred apparatus replacement projects. Our goal in 2017 
is to follow the adopted replacement philosophy, continue with deferred facilities 
maintenance projects, protect the contingency plan and continue to explore funding 
options to sustain our fiscal health. 
 
Debt Fund 
 
The Debt Fund is specifically in place for the payment of our Refunded 2013 Bond 
Issuance (original Bond 2004).  
 
Pension Fund 
 
For 2017 the Fire District continues to fund its FPPA Pension Plan in excess of the 2015 
actuarially prescribed contribution amount. Another actuarial study will be performed in 
2017 by a third party consultant selected by the members of FPPA.  
 
Lease Purchase 
 
The Fire District is currently not party to any lease-purchase agreements.  
 
Budgetary Basis of Accounting 
 
The Fire District uses a modified accrual basis of accounting.  
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